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An inspection of the Buerkett 31st Street Landfill was
conducted on January 5, 1983, by this author. Ms. Barbara
Ballard from the headquarter's office accompanied me. I
spoke with Mr. Willie Buerkett at the conclusion of the in-
spection.

Pits A and B are still in need of additional final cover,
No work is apparent on the south slope of pit A, hence, con-
tinuing the final cover violation. Refuse was observed pro-
truding through available cover in the central level area and
south central slope of pit B. Leachate was observed flowing
through a break in the berm and ponding at the south edge of
the berm to pit B. This was within the stream's floodplain.

Leachate was also seen in the west central part of pit C.
It flowed from this location to a pond in the northwest part
of the pit. A pond of black odorous leachate was observed in
the northeast part of pit C. A break in the berm was observed
at the location of this pond. The "sump" used for runoff
water was located just south of this leachate. The sump
accepts drainage from most of the pit. Water in the sump was
slightly discolored black, and a minor garbage odor was detected.
It appeared that only a few inches of elevation separated the
sump water from the leachate, and the leachate from the breech
in the berm.

Additional hardfill and some demolition waste has been
placed on and beside the pad which was constructed at the
entrance to pit C. Some of the waste has been deposited in
the stream channel. Wood, metal, and a small amount of foam
were seen mixed with hardfill along the edges. Waste had been
deposited in piles at the end of the pad making it unusable
until the piles were leveled. A permit violation for refuse
being placed closer to the stream than fifty (50) feet was
charged. Another break in the berm was seen just west of this
location.

The site has begun accepting flyash from Commonwealth

Edison at Kincaid. This waste was recently reclassified from
a special waste to general refuse. The flyash is being deposited
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in the ditch between the fence and the filled part of pit C.
This may be located off of the permitted boundary. An unper-
mitted entrance/exit has been constructed in the southeast
corner of pit C onto Dirksen Parkway. This was done by
separating the chain link fence at a post, rolling up two
sections, and removing the post in the middle. Mr. Buerkett
said this was done to allow easy and quick exit for the trucks
hauling flyash. He said there was no gate present. The permit
also calls for over 600 feet of paved roadway to minimize mud
and debris tracked onto public roads. This is not available
from the area where flyash is dumped to the exit in the cormer
of the pit. ’

The active area is located in the north central part of
the site. Refuse was observed protruding through available
cover over the approximate eastern % of the pit. The eastern
% needs one foot of intermediate cover, with the remaining
filled area of C, including a strip along the south levee,
needing additional daily cover. Large amounts of windblown
litter, with some of it heavily weathered, was observed in
the litter fences, site boundaries, and caught in vegetation
in the stream channel. Flyash was being dumped from the top
of the slope, with a nearly vertical working face.
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cc: DLPC/FOS, Central Region
Land Enforcement Programs
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